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RELATIONS WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES

The School District desires to establish and maintain positive school-police relations.  The District
shall cooperate with appropriate law enforcement agencies regarding the investigation and
interrogation of students in a manner which will respect the constitutional and legal rights of the
individual students, the responsibilities of the public school district, and the obligations of the law
enforcement agency.

Law enforcement officials shall be summoned to conduct investigations of alleged criminal conduct
on the school premises.  They may also be summoned to maintain or restore order when the
presence of such officers is necessary to prevent injury to person or property or to maintain the
educational environment.  Administrators have the responsibility and the authority to determine
when the assistance of law enforcement officers is necessary within their respective jurisdictions.  

I. Investigation Conducted in the Educational Environment

A. Initiated by School Administrators

1. Conducted by Administrators

Principals and their designees shall have the authority and duty to conduct
investigations and to question students to determine if infractions of school rules or
violations of criminal law have occurred.  

2. Conducted by Law Enforcement Officers

a. The principal shall determine if the necessity exists:  1) to contact law enforcement
officers when the behavior of persons jeopardizes the safety of students, staff, or
property, or interferes with the operation of the school or 2) to conduct an
investigation of alleged criminal behavior.

b. The principal shall request that law enforcement officers conduct an investigation
and question students who are potential witnesses of alleged criminal behavior.  
Whenever possible, investigations should take place outside of school hours.

Reasonable efforts should be made by law enforcement officials to be as
unobtrusive as possible while in the school building.  Whenever possible, law
enforcement officials should wear plain clothes and drive unmarked cars when
visiting the school.  The officer should report to the principal unless otherwise
directed.

c. If the investigation has centered on any particular student suspected of alleged
criminal activity, the procedures for taking students into custody by the police set
forth in Section II shall be followed to the extent that they do not interfere with
reasonable law enforcement procedures.

B. Initiated by Law Enforcement Officers

1. Normally it should not be necessary for law enforcement officers to initiate and
conduct any investigation and questioning on school premises during school hours
pertaining to criminal activities unrelated to the operation of the school.  When law
enforcement officers can show a need to do so they will be permitted to conduct such
an investigation during school hours, respecting class schedules as appropriate.  



KLG
2 of 4

2. In such cases, the officers shall obtain prior approval of the principal before beginning
an investigation on school premises.  Reasonable efforts should be made by law
enforcement officials to be as unobtrusive as possible while in the school building.
Whenever possible, they should wear plain clothes and drive unmarked cars when
visiting the school.  The administrator shall document the circumstances of such
investigations as soon as practicable.  Alleged criminal behavior related to the school
environment brought to the principal's attention by law enforcement officers shall be
dealt with under the provisions of Section I.A.2.

C. Questioning of Students During Investigation

1. The representative of the law enforcement agency shall explain clearly to the school
principal the situation and the facts requiring the interview, interrogation, or
apprehension of a student of the school during school hours.  The principal shall
consult with the District Administrator or designee if there are any concerns.  

2. The principal shall make a reasonable effort to notify parents or legal guardians, in
advance, of the police intent to interview or interrogate their child.  In emergency cases,
and if the parent is unable to be reached, principals or their designees shall document
(date, issue, time) attempts made to contact parents or legal guardians concerning the
interview or interrogation of students.  In cases of suspected child abuse or neglect,
the representative of the law enforcement agency may question the child without
parental or legal guardian prior knowledge.

3. The principal is responsible for providing a place for the interview or interrogation of
the student as free as possible from outside influence and surveillance.  The principal
or his/her designee shall do the actual summoning of the student from class and shall
make every attempt to put the student at ease.  The principal shall open the conference
by introducing the student to the representative of the law enforcement agency and will
explain why the student has been called to the office.

4. The principal, or his/her designee, shall be present, and the parent or legal guardian
may be present during the interviewing or the interrogation of the student, unless it is
mutually agreed between the officer, the principal and the parent or legal guardian, that
the principal's, or his/her designee’s, presence or the parent's or legal guardian's
presence is inappropriate.

5. If an emergency interview is held without parental or legal guardian contact, the
principal and his/her designate must contact the parents or legal guardians after the
fact.

6. All interviews and interrogations of students will be conducted with full regard for
principles of fundamental fairness and in compliance with procedures and
requirements established by law.

Any student who is summoned by school officials to talk to the police is not required
to remain in police presence for questioning unless the police officer indicates
otherwise.  The interrogating officer is required to inform the student at the
commencement of the interrogation whether he or she is free to go.  Further, the police
officer shall advise the student of his or her Miranda rights (i.e., right to remain silent,
any statement made can and may be used against you, right to have attorney present
during questioning, right to consult with attorney and that one will be appointed if you
cannot afford one) in any case where the student is suspected of a crime.
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7. Any information regarding the breaking of school rules that comes to the attention of
the administration as a result of any interviews and/or interrogations may subject the
student to further disciplinary action.

D. Violations of Criminal Law

1. During an investigation of a violation of school rules, it may come to the attention of
the administrator that the investigated activity may also be a violation of criminal law.
In proceeding with the investigation, the administrator can attempt to ascertain whether
there is sufficient justification to believe that a criminal offense was committed that
warrants contacting law enforcement officials.

2. Where a suspected violation of a law involving the operation of the school has
occurred on the school grounds or during a school-sponsored activity, law
enforcement officials shall be notified and their presence requested for the questioning
of suspected students.

II. In-School Apprehensions

A. Law enforcement officers should make in-school apprehensions only when the student is
alleged to have committed a violation of local, state or federal law and when it is
impractical to make the apprehension at another time or place, or when immediate
apprehension is ordered by a court of law.  An apprehension made at school shall be
made in an unobtrusive manner as possible.  The officer should receive the student at the
school office and, if possible, remove the student from school at the least conspicuous
time and in the least conspicuous manner.

B. If an apprehension is made at school, the proper procedures should be followed with the
school principal in advance.

C. If an apprehension is made at school, the law enforcement agency is responsible for the
rights and privileges of the child and his/her family and for notification of parent(s) or
legal guardian(s).

D. When a pupil is removed from school by a law enforcement officer, the principal shall
write a statement outlining the circumstances, the time, the allegation, and the procedure.
This report shall be kept on file and a copy sent to the District Administrator.  Under no
circumstances shall the principal provide legal advice to the students or parents or legal
guardians when involved in an interrogation, interview, or apprehension.

E. Law enforcement agencies can take children into custody as provided in Chapter 48.19 of
the Wisconsin Statutes.

III. Disturbance of School Environment

Law enforcement officers may be requested to assist in controlling disturbances of the school
environment which the principal or other school administrator has found to be unmanageable,
and which have the potential of causing harm to students, staff, other persons, or to property.
Such potential of harm includes members of the general public who exhibit undesirable or
illegal conduct on school premises or at a school event held on school property, or who have
been requested to leave by an administrator, but have refused or failed to do so.

IV. Pupil Records

The appropriate sharing of information between the school and law enforcement agencies is
encouraged.  Pupil records of students may be shared with law enforcement officials
according to State Statute.
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V. Coordination of Policies with Law Enforcement Officials

School administrators shall meet with local law enforcement officials to discuss the school
district's procedures and rules regarding law enforcement contacts with the school district.
Law enforcement officials will be asked to instruct their staff members regarding the terms of
the school's procedures and rules.

VI. Staff Development

School staff members shall be made familiar with the content of these provisions.

State Statute Reference:  Wisconsin Statutes 1 48.981

Adopted:  12/18/95
Amended:  6/21/04


